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The great Tallarook History Project & website   
 

 

 

A collection of posters about family and local history by Tallarook Primary School students  

 

The Great Tallarook History Project began as a digital history of the Tallarook Mechanics Institute and morphed 
into an exciting family and local history endeavour with the main users of the Hall for more than 100 years – the 
Tallarook Primary School. Funded by both the Local History Grants Program and the Mitchell Shire Council, the 
project was launched at the end of the 2015 school year as the http://www.tallarookhistoryproject.website/ 

The children developed a series of posters, pictured above, using archival material and photographs in the 
Tallarook Mechanics Institute archive, and oral history interviews with their families to consider change and 
continuity in the local area and in ways of family life. They also developed family trees and local history timelines 
from their research. 

The project finished with a History Day in the Mechanics Institute Hall, a poster exhibition, and a whole school 
rendition of Jack O’Hagan’s famous song ‘Things is crook, in Tallarook’ (you can hear this in the website’s blog 
page).  

The children’s interest in the project and in learning the history of Tallarook was heartening, and their knowledge 
(especially of family history) and willingness to pass it on was enormous. They also have a way with words that is 
often better than a thesaurus; I asked if they knew much about the Mechanics Institute and one child was quick 
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to put up his hand to tell me ‘It’s the elder building of Tallarook’. This name stuck and is used in the subsequent 
website history of the Mechanics Institute. 

Working with young children is inspiring and history-affirming, but a project such as this can reach beyond the 
school community; two years after the website launch, in May 2017, I received an email from local resident Bev: 

I came across your page while researching my family history and would like to congratulate 
everyone involved in developing The Great Tallarook History Project. My family moved to 
the Tallarook area about 1870 and I have found this resource very helpful in understanding 
what their lives might have been like. Well done. 

 


