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Human acts of heritage – 
interpreting the everyday  

 

 

   

‘Tribute from the city of Lisbon to the Pavers who build the ground we tread’ Sculptor Sergio Stichini 

In Lisbon recently we fell in love with its glorious footpaths. Lisbon is built on a steep hill – all the better to spy the 

marauding Carthaginians, Romans, Visigoths and Moors from afar – but that was in the past and today you’re 

better off keeping an eye on the cobbled footpaths and enjoying the more immediate and interesting streetscape. 

So, we were delighted after walking these footpaths for some time when we rounded a corner and came across a 

homage to ‘The pavers of Lisbon’ no less! A reminder that behind every wonder there is an ‘ordinary’ person 

whose efforts, skills or sacrifices deserve acknowledging. 

 

  

The Fado singer The postman of Porto 

In the Alfama district deep in the heart of Lisbon we were intrigued by the occasional portraits in the walls. 

Sometimes a man’s face, sometimes a woman’s; these are the Fado singers of Lisbon. They maintain the long 

heritage of an orally transmitted and melancholic music genre immortalising dock workers, sailors, prostitutes 

and other maritime workers who make up the everlasting rise and fall of Portugal’s maritime history. In 2011 

Fado music was inscribed in UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

In Porto, in the north of Portugal, there is a statue of a man next to a letter box with a sign that, roughly 

translated, explains he is a testament to the memory of all those responsible for keeping the news going. What a 

lovely description for a postman’s resume! 
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The carer. Sculpture Michael Meszaros  

The consumer [Image: ‘three businessmen 19 June 2011, 

monumentaustralia.org.au] 

 

We acknowledge ordinary folk and every day experiences in Australia too. The ‘Three businessmen who brought 

their own lunch: Batman, Swanston and Hoddle’ on the corner of Bourke and Swanston Streets in Melbourne 

represent all of us who are ‘trapped in the perpetual motion of consumerism’.1 We, as they, have contributed to 

one small part of what Melbourne is today. In Mirboo Nth in the Strzelecki Ranges to our east there is a sculpture 

of a firefighter offering water to a koala, commissioned after the terrible bushfires of 2009. His is a true story and 

the sculpture represents this brave and caring fellow, but also all the courageous, caring and generous people 

caught up in the long history of Victorian bushfires.  

It is interesting to consider how well art can enable us to see the human acts of heritage. Art + History is one way 

to personify interpretations, strike a chord, and provide a framework for understanding heritage and history, 

particularly our intangible heritage.  

Emma Russell 

                                                      
1 Alison Weaver and Paul Quinn, ‘Three businessmen who brought their own lunch: Batman, Swanston and Hoddle’, 
www.eMelbourne.net.au/biogs/EM02029b.htm  

http://www.emelbourne.net.au/biogs/EM02029b.htm

