






In 1973 a stone tool was found near the

Creek at Bundoora Park a little to the

north-east, prompting a search for more

archaeological evidence of Aboriginal

occupation that found 125 stone cutting

and scarping implements nearby. The

whole of the Merri and Darebin Creek

valley area is underlaid by basalt rock

resulting from volcanic eruptions several

million years ago. The quartz quarried

from this basalt rock enabled the

Wurundjeri to fashion a variety of tools

and constructions, and when the

Europeans arrived in the local area

around 1837 they soon began to quarry

the basalt rock far more 

extensively to build farmhouses and

estates, roads and bridges.

The land was purchased by Samuel

Gardiner for a racehorse stud, and named

Bundoora Park (1877); Bundoora Park

homestead was sold to the

Commonwealth for use as a Mental

Repatriation Hospital – Mont Park (1920);

transferred to the Victorian Government

(1924); the land used again for horse

breeding and a riding school by the

Victorian Police Remount Depot (1930-

50); the park was established as crown

land for public recreation (1969); and the

Repatriation Hospital was

decommissioned in 1993.
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Text – Kelly Watson, Recollections of the Darebin Creek Valley, p.14; ‘Bundoora Park

Homestead’, Victorian Heritge Database Report; Darebin
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